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FROM OUR PASTOR 
I am closing out the month of August by  
re-reading the book of James. There are 
some who don’t care for this little epistle, 

and it is easy to see why. James is one tough cookie. 
He refuses to accept a faith that is all head knowledge 
and little foot work. James holds us accountable to not 
only believe like faithful disciples, but to live like faith-
ful apostles. What is the difference? 

A disciple is a student, one who learns through study 
and imitation. Jesus called twelve disciples to follow 
him and to learn his ways. He taught them through 
example, lectures, stories, and prayer. For three years 
they devoted themselves to their studies. They were 
not perfect students. Sometimes their minds won-
dered, they had trouble keeping up with the deeper 
lessons, they fell asleep in class…but each time Jesus 
centered them again, woke them from their slumber, 
pressed upon them the urgent lessons of his grace, 
mercy, love, and salvation. He gave them front row 
seats to his death and backstage passes to his resur-
rection. All so they could learn.  

Paul became a disciple when he was blinded on the 
road to Damascus. Sometimes we all need to be blind-
ed to the things we think we know so someone can 
show us the truth of what we need to know. When his 
eyes were finally opened, he was sent to others who 
taught him all he needed to know of Jesus, the cruci-
fied and resurrected Messiah.  

In time, all students become teachers. They become a 
reflection of what they learn, and they pass those les-
sons on to others. Disciples should become Apostles. 
Apostles are teachers. They are those disciples who 
have reached a mature faith and can be a living lesson 
for others on matters of faith, truth, and God’s love. 
The Disciples took their “education” and began to 
teach others, they formed the early groups of believ-
ers we would later call “the church.” Paul took the les-
sons he learned and went on to travel the ancient 
world, starting churches and spreading faith every-
where he went. His journey is well documented in the 
many epistles of the New Testament.  

We are all disciples, but we are not all apostles. We all 
learn but we are not all teachers. Yet James pushes us 
to get there…to become mature enough that our ac-
tions reflect what we have learned about Jesus and 
salvation and the way of the cross. James doesn’t let 
us just sleep our way through class and eek by with 
minimal effort. James shoves us out of the classroom 
and into the world where he expects us to practice 
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SEWING BEE 
August marks the 7 year anniversary for the 
Sewing Bee. Since the group started in 2014, 
6300 dresses, 6076 shorts, 7411 bookbags, and 
11,852 LuoPads have been completed.  Items 

have been distributed to at least 14 countries. To God 
be the glory! 

The September event is a multi-church project filling 8 
Christmas barrels for shipment to Ghana and Togo, 
West Africa. Details TBD.   

Update on the Bethel Baptist challenge for the flannel 
cutting contest:  not yet scheduled and doesn’t look 
good for the near future.  

Get involved in this ongoing Mission project, contact 
Tanya Shire, tanyashire@aol.com. 

what we’ve learned as Disciples so that we become 
Apostles, teaching faith through our actions, leaving 
lessons by our love.  

I encourage you to take some time to read through 
the book of James. It is a short book packed with im-
portant lessons that, if we take seriously, have the 
potential to transform us and our community in faith 
and love. As you read, prayerfully consider how your 
actions are lessons for those around you and ask 
yourself, “What am I teaching others by how I behave, 
speak, and live?” It is a great question for all of us to 
ponder. 
 ~ Pastor Karen 

OLDER ADULT MINISTRY 
Join the Keenagers this month for two 
opportunities to fellowship. Let Jenny 
Miller know if you plan to attend. 

 Tuesday, September 14—Meet @ 11:30am for 
lunch at Olive Garden in Wilkesboro.  

 Tuesday, September 28—Meet @ 9am in church 
parking lot for trip to Germanton, north of Winston 
Salem [rescheduled from July]. Tour the private 
home and garden of a gentleman who is retired 
from Forsyth County Parks and Recreation.  

 Please be aware the above is subject to change 
due to potential protocol changes after 9/09 when 
the Trustees Committee reviews covid situational 
update information per the Letter from Our Pastor 
dated 8/27/21. 

PROJECT AGAPE BOX DEDICATION 
September 19, 2021 During Worship  
See insert for details. 
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all funds giving report 

08/01  $   5,639.00 

08/08           $   9,127.72 

08/15  $   6,933.00 

08/22  $   3,486.00 

08/29           $   3,759.32 

Pastor: Karen Roberts 

karenroberts@wilkes.net 

Youth: Donnie & Angila Thornton 

dthornton7530@gmail.com 

Music Ministry: Jim Brooks 

jimbrooks973@gmail.com 

Secretary: Regina Williams 

wumcadmin@wilkes.net 

Treasurer: Glenda Pierce 

treasurer@wilkes.net 

 
Tuesdays - If needed prior, email Glenda 

directly or contact the church office.   

STEWARDSHIP 
God has blessed each of us with the 
opportunity to give of ourselves 
through our tithes and offerings. 
Your faithful giving helps enable the 
church in meeting the needs of this 
ministry. The stewardship of this 
church family is commendable and 
an incredible blessing during the 
unique time we are in. Thank you! 

 By mail: WUMC, PO Box 197, 
Wilkesboro NC 28697 

 Giving Online via our church 
website on the homepage. 

Administrative Council meeting 
minutes and Treasurer Reports  
are available in the Sanctuary  
narthex and on the website  

(via the Newsletter page under 
“CHURCH BUSINESS”). 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY—UMW 
Criminalization of Communities of Colorization and 
Mass Incarceration—Over the past several years we 
have continued to hear the phrase Systematic Racism.  

What does that phrase mean?  The definition is a form of racism that is 
embedded through laws and regulations within society or an organizations.  
It can lead to such issues as discrimination in criminal justice, employment, 
housing, health care, political power and education among other issues. 

For instance, a prime example is over the course of a man or woman’s life-
time the likelihood of serving time in prisons are: 

1 in every 9 men (all races) will serve time incarcerated. 
1 in every 17 White men will serve time incarcerated. 
1 in every 3 Black men will serve time incarcerated. 
1 in every 6 Latino men will serve time incarcerated. 

1 in every 56 women (all races) will serve time incarcerated. 
1 in every 111 White women will serve time incarcerated. 
1 in every 18 Black women will serve time incarcerated. 
1 in every 45 Latino women will serve time incarcerated. 

The United States locks up more people per capita of any other nation in 
the world. 

In the early 80’s the United States began a War on Drugs and the people 
imprisoned skyrocketed.  An example of those numbers are as follows: 
 Place of Incarceration 1980  2013 
 State Prisons   19,000 210,200 
 Federal Prisons   4,700 98,200 
 Local Jails    17,200 180,060 

14% of the imprisoned are drug users;  
37% are incarcerated for other drug offenses. 
 A black man’s sentence for drug offenses usually equals a white 

man’s sentence for violent offenses.   
 The families and minor children are affected in many ways and the 

repercussions are astronomical. 

Mass incarcerations is also showing itself in the Juvenile Justice system.  In 
2015 a chart of about 10 countries showed that the lowest number of 
youth being incarcerated was 1 per 100,000 youth.  The highest on the 
chart was South Africa with 69 per 100,000 youth.  There is one exception 
which is the United States and we average 336 per 100,000.  These num-
bers astonish me and breaks my heart.  We need to make some changes 
and be proactive instead of being reactive. 

The cost per year for a youth to be in publicly funded schools runs any-
where between $6,000 to $8,000 in contrast to housing a youth in Juvenile 
Detention which runs $66,000 to $88,000 per year.  Which is the best way 
to invest our money for the sake of our country and mankind? 

Mass incarceration is largely an intentional system of racialized control.  
Mass Incarceration is largely correlated to poverty in the U.S.  Mass Incar-
ceration has a dismal affect on family life in black and brown communities.  
It causes a plethora of collateral consequences which prove to be devas-
tating and annihilating for young people, seriously hampering their life op-
portunities.  Mass Incarceration feeds directly into the “school to prison 
pipeline.”  It dehumanizes and demonizes people of color in general, and 
specifically the formerly incarcerated.  Mass Incarceration is becoming 
more and more unjust as it becomes a significant part of the movement to 
privatize public services and make prisons a profit driven industry.  The 
owners of privatized prisons are raking in the money.  The Mass Incarcera-
tion issue is negatively impacting America’s over all human potential. 

http://wilkesboroumc.com/Contributions
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What can we do?  The church needs to be welcoming and healing which may 
require some to make fundamental shifts in how we teach, preach, reach out, 
support and offer to those who are “other” than us and our churches need to 
be a safe and sacred space where formerly incarcerated persons can gather to 
lead and address the issues they confront. We need to walk in solidarity with 
them to challenge the criminal justice system.  Last but certainly not least, we 
need to pay particular attention to the needs and concerns of women and chil-
dren and how they are often abused by harmful treatment from the faith-
based community.  It is time to make a difference for our friends & neighbors. 

Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; 
those who are being tortured; as though you yourselves were being tortured.  

Hebrews 13:3 NRSV 

All statistics were taken from United Methodist Women website along with 
some other information.  If you would like to learn more in depth about these 
issues please go to www.UnitedMethodistWomen.org. 

Ordinarily the Wilkesboro UMW meet on a recurring schedule on the first 
Tuesday each month at 6:30pm.  However, because the Trustees Committee 
requests groups delay in-person meetings until after protocols are reassessed 
September 9th, the UMW moved its meeting to Tuesday, September 14th with 
location to be determined.  Join us to learn more about our support of local, 
national and global missions and how we put faith, hope and love in action.   

HONDURAS  
MISSION  
Trip rescheduled 

to: May 22—June 3, 2022 
Financial gifts to WUMC-memo 
“Honduras” welcomed. 
Thanks to all for your support! 

PAPER DRIVE 
2021 is our Sixth 
Annual Paper Drive 
for Moravian Falls 

Elementary School. The order 
this year is a duplicate of our 
order last year:  45 total cases 
of paper; 40 standard white  
and 5 specialty (card stock and 
color) cases.  Case = 10 reams. 
The total cost will be $2,000 (an 
average of $45/case). Unfortu-
nately, this is a price increase of 
10% over last year, so all help is 
much appreciated.  

The timetable is to raise the 
money in September and place 
the order for an October deliv-
ery directly to the school.  

To donate, please indicate 
“PAPER DRIVE” in the memo of 
your gift to WUMC.  Thanks for 
your support.  

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Please keep Donnie & 
Angila Thornton in your 
thoughts and prayers 
for speedy recovery in 

all things concerning their  
recent health issues that  
happened separately but  
simultaneously in August. 

MEN’S MINISTRY—UMM 
The United Methodist Men's group met on August 3rd, hav-
ing taken July off.  We enjoyed congregating with our fellow 
members, sharing a meal, pursuing good works and growing 

spiritually.  In health and happiness news, the UMM asks you to keep Mike In-
score, Anne Groce, Kenneth Davis and family, Larry Sales and family, Sherry 
Mabry, and Herb & Sue Taylor in your prayers as they navigate through trials 
and tribulations.  John Henry updated that Max has five weeks to go, is doing 
well and that Max said they shot off about fifty thousand dollars worth of am-
munition. When they put him on the road, y'all had better keep your foot off 
the gas pedal. I know I am going to behave. In other happiness news, Herb Taylor 
is going to become a Great Grandpa for the third time! Wow—Congratulations.   

June 26th, the UMM had a Church Work Day where a small crew of volunteers 
provided a little TLC to our church.  It was a lot of work but also a lot of fun and 
we are sure there will be more work days to come.  The UMM also donated a 
number of box fans to John at Hope Ministries for some persons who did not 
have air conditioning.  New works in progress include donations to Wilkes ADAP 
and Wilkes Circles of Care in honor of Ray Riggs, Gretchen Barelski and Chuck 
Byers.  The UMM is also restarting compiling donation items for the homeless 
shelter.  You may remember before Covid, the UMM regularly donated quite a 
lot to help the homeless shelter meet their needs and we are blessed to be able 
to restart that campaign.  Any donations from single serve, shelf stable, micro-
waveable items to five dollar gift cards to McDonalds, Hardees, BoJangles or 
Burger King would be appreciated.  A donation is also being made for the Agape 
Honduras Foundation for those who are struggling with Covid and two bad 
storms lately.  This donation will help to feed families affected.   

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, September 14th, @ 6:00pm (instead of Sep-
tember 7th due to the Trustees Committee request for groups to delay in-
person meetings until after protocols are reassessed September 9th).  The 
group will meet in accordance with current safety rules set forth by The UMC 
and WUMC Trustees. Join us - We would love to fellowship with you. 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16 

 
 

APPALACHIAN DISTRICT 
 As of July 1, 2021, Rev. Lory 

Beth Huffman serves as the 
Western NC Conference UMC 
Appalachian District Superin-
tendent. She previously 
served in this capacity  
2012—2015. Welcome Back! 

 The Appalachian District 
Office phone number 
changed as of 8/17/21:      
336-844-4090. 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
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WILKESBORO  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

exists to share the good news of Jesus Christ,  
comfort the troubled and embrace God’s love.

Sundays 
 10:00am Worship 
 10:45am Sunday School 
Wednesdays 
   6:30pm Bible Study resumes 9/15. 

non-profit org. 
US postage 

P A I D 
permit #5002 

wilkesboro nc 

Wilkesboro United Methodist Church  

309 W. Main Street / PO Box 197, Wilkesboro, NC  28697  

Office: (336)818-0552 * Mon.-Fri. 9am—3pm 

www.wilkesboroumc.com  

The Witness Monthly Newsletter—SEPTEMBER 2021 

return services requested 

SEPTEMBER 2021 
5 Sun 10:00a Worship 

  10:45a Sunday School 
6 Mon   Labor Day—Church Office Closed 
7 Tue   Rescheduled to 9/14  UMM, p. 3 

    Rescheduled to 9/14  UMW, p. 2 
12 Sun 10:00a Worship 

  10:45a Sunday School 
14 Tue 11:30a Keenagers, p. 1 

  6:00p UMM, p. 3 
  6:30p UMW, p. 2 

15 Wed 6:30p Bible Study–Details TBA 
19 Sun 10:00a Worship—Project Agape Box Dedication, insert 

  10:45a Sunday School 
  6:00p Administrative Council [rescheduled from 8/15] 

22 Wed 6:30p Bible Study–Details TBA 
26 Sun 10:00a Worship 

  10:45a Sunday School 
28 Tue 9:00a Keenagers, p. 1 
29 Wed 6:30p Bible Study–Details TBA 

WILKES MINISTRY OF H.O.P.E. 
336-903-1414; hope@brushymountain.com 
Food/Baby Needs: canned ham, crackers, 
pizza kits, ramen noodles, instant flavored 

oatmeal, sugar, corn, microwavable food, baby sham-
poo/lotion/diaper cream. Ministry Needs: a larger 
building, volunteers to work in woodshed, and groups 
to do food drives. Welcomed: Prayers & financial gifts. 

STAY CONNECTED 

Updates and communication are  
provided via Letters from Our Pastor 
on www.WilkesboroUMC.com + mail,  
email “Updates”, and occasional 
phone tree messages as needed to 
help each other Stay Connected!  

Contact the church office if you need help connecting :) 

Sunday Worship @ 10am on Facebook and YouTube.  

Sunday School @ 10:45am. Details to be announced. 

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study @ 6:30pm resumes 
9/15.  Details to be announced. 

Reach Out by phone, postal mail, email sharing expres-
sions of love, encouragement, and prayers. Simply let 
someone know you are thinking of them. 

NOTE for All Meetings:  WUMC will follow safety protocols 
as issued by WUMC Trustees, The UMC, the CDC and State 
of NC.  Information is shared via email and the church web-
site under “Worship”. Contact Pastor Karen, Trustees chair, 
or the church office should you have any questions. 

COVID19 PROTOCOL UPDATE:  The WUMC Trustees    
Committee met 8/25/21 with some guests to discuss our 
current COVID19 response and protocols. Updates were 
shared from sources at the hospital, school system, fire 
department, and community on the current severity of the 
recent COVID19 spike. The Trustees Committee decided to 
return to virtual worship and Zoom meetings/Sunday 
School.  They will meet again to reassess on 9/09 with an 
update to be shared by 9/13. 

 

Project Agape 
Respite Care 
Prayer Concerns 
Seeking Organist/Pianist 

Amen Corner 
September Celebrations 
Operation Christmas Child 

 9/11 Workshop  
 Seasonal Employment 

INSERT INFORMATION ENCLOSED: 

                   LUMINARIA 
                   WALK 
                   October 8, 2021 
The Relay for Life Sharing the Flame team of WUMC 
invites you to participate in the annual Luminary Walk, 
Friday, October 8th, 6:00pm at the North Wilkesboro 
Rotary Fairgrounds.  You may purchase luminaries in 
honor of cancer survivors or in memory of those who 
lost their fight.  An order form is available online via 
“Luminaria Walk 10/8” under “Events” on the church’s 
website, on information tables in the Sanctuary and 
Education buildings, and by contacting the church 
office or Arnold Lakey. Deadline 10/01. 

http://wilkesboroumc.com/LetterfromOurPastor31320
http://www.WilkesboroUMC.com
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected
https://www.facebook.com/WilkesboroUMC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafFXOVZaBcXfBaEdjXSuMQ/videos
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected
http://wilkesboroumc.com/clientimages/27250/newsletter20%2007jul%20insert.pdf

